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Instructions for Shipping Blood Specimens to CDC 
after a Chemical-Exposure Event 

Guidance in Accordance with Packaging Instructions International Air Transport Authority IATA 650 Biological Substance Category B 
For deta ed nstruct ons see CDC's Sh pp ng nstruct ons or Spec mens Co ected from Peop e Who May Have Been Exposed to Chem ca -Terror sm Agents

1 

Place purple- and gray- or green top 
tubes by patient number into gridded-
type box lined with an absorbent pad. 
If using an alternative packaging 
method, pack all tubes from the same 
patient together while preventing tube-
to-tube contact. 
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Use po ystyrene foam- nsu ated, 
corrugated f berboard sh pper to sh
boxes to CDC. ace absorbent 
mater n the bottom of the sh pper. 
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Add the UN 3373 abe and the words 
"B og ca Substance Category B" on the 
ront o the sh pper. UN 3373 s the code 
dent ng the sh pper's contents as 
"B og ca Substance, Category B." 
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Seal gridded box or alternative 
secondary container with one continuous 
piece of evidence tape. The individual 
making the seal must initial half on the 
tape and half on the packaging. 
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ace re gerator packs n a s ng ayer 
on top o the absorbent mater
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Wrap gridded box in absorbent pad and 
tape to seal. Seal gridded box or 
alternative container inside a Saf-T-Pak 
clear inner, leak-proof polybag (or 
equivalent). 
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ace the packaged spec mens the 
sh pper. Use cush on ng mater to 

ze sh ng wh e box n trans t. 
ace add ona re gerator packs on top 
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Place the sealed Saf-T-Pak inner leak­
proof polybag (or equivalent) inside a white 
Tyvek ® outer envelope (or equivalent). 
Note: If primary receptacles do not meet the 
internal pressure requirement of 95 kPa, use 
compliant secondary packaging materials. 
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ace the b ood sh pp ng man est n a 
sea ab e p ast c bag and put on top o
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Seal the opening of this envelope with a 
continuous piece of evidence tape. 
Write initials half on the evidence tape 
and half on the envelope. 
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samp es. 

the samp e boxes ns de the sh pper. 
Keep your cha n-o -custody documents or 
your es. ace d on the sh pper. 

Secure the sh pper d w th amentous 
sh pp ng tape. ace your return address 

the upper t-hand corner the 
sh pper top and put the CDC Laboratory 
rece ng address n the center. 

12 
Centers or D sease Contro and Prevent on 
Attn: Char es Dodson 
4770 Bu ord Hwy. 
Bu ng 110 Load ng Dock 
At anta, GA 30341 
770 488-4305 

Send sh pment v a FedEx to: 


